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Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

January 23, 1986

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

T.0. Plastics, Inc.
MND006171847

Situation

T.0. Plastics is a manufacturer of plastic parts by injection molding, located
in Clearwater, Minnesota. For several years, two kinds of plant wastes were
discharged onto the ground and allowed to collect in an unlined pond behind the
building. The first was steam generator blow down wastewater, with softening
and descaling agents which may have contained a small amount of chromium. The
other waste was discharged from a vacuum pump. In August, 1981 the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff inspected the plant. At that time, the
vacuum pump wastewater had a "strong, questionable odor." 1In 1982 the company
began discharging the steam generator blow down water to the sanitary sewer but
continued to discharge the vacuum pump water to the storage pond.

The discharge of these wastes represent a potential source of ground water
contamination. The City of Clearwater has a municipal well in the vicinity of
the plant, and there may also be some private wells. Assuming the direction of
ground water flow is toward the Mississippi River, the city well is then
upgradient from T.0. Plastics, making contamination of the city well less
likely.

Inspection Priority Recommendation

The MPCA staff have conducted a Preliminary Assessment for T.0. Plastics, Inc.
(Site). As a result, the Agency staff believe that the Site represents a Tow
potential hazard to the environment because ground water is presumed to flow
toward the Mississippi River. In conclusion, the MPCA staff hereby recommend
that the Site be assigned a low priority for inspection because there is no
evidence of ground water contamination.
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